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Dear lrene

Comments on comparative
proposed water treatment
Mundaring Weir

assessment of two alternative sites for
facility and associated infrastructure

On ThursdaV 22 April 20.|0 I met with you and Miles Harmer of the

Save Mundaring Weir Village group to review assessments of the

relative environmental value! of two alternative sites for the proposed

water treatment plant conducted by GHD Environmental consultants
for the Water Corporation, proponent for the water treatment plant.

You showed me copies of 1wo reports prepared by GHD dating from

June and July 2007 that presented assessments of the sites commonly
?eferred to as the DEC site (within the Mundaring Weir village) and the
Firewood Road site a few kilometres from the village along the

Mundaring Road. We then conducted a cursory inspection of both sites

from existing roads and tracks.

GHD's assessment of the two sites presented in these reports has

been based principally on their values for native vegetation. The word
"environment" in the Environmental Protection Act 1986 has a far
wider meaning:

"living things, their physical, biological and social surroundings,
and interactions between all of these"'

Both sites have been significantly modified. In assessing their values

for vegetation this t"y be described as "degradation", but these

modifiiations are evidence of the history of the human use of the sites

and it may be that these heritage values have been ignored or
undervalued relative to the native vegetation values.

The Firewood Road site has been significantly affected by the
extraction of gravel and firewood. lt is interesting to note that, despite
firewood extraction having ceased many years ago, the vegetation in

the vicinity of the old pumping station has certainly not recovered,
with a general lack of mature trees.
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The areas of gravel extraction have been revegetated with exotic
species with varying degrees of success. These species are surviving
but not thriving and are unlikely to present a source for exotic
invasion of the surrounding native vegetation.

It is quite true to say that, if left undisturbed, the native vegetation on
the Firewood Road site would return to a state comparable with the
less disturbed forest nearby. lt could then have beneficial uses
associated with conservation status, but it is not immediately obvious
that these beneficial uses are a priority for this land as the vegetation
types present on the site are already well represented in reserves,
including the adjacent National Park.

The main current beneficial use of the DEC site is to accommodate the
local office of the Department of Environment and Conservation.
However, in the past a significant area was used to test a range of
exotic species for use in revegetating the Mundaring Weir Catchment.
While these plantings have not been managed they continue to
provide evidence of past practices, being a reference collection of the
species used in the wider area. These plantings have no value as
native vegetation, being exotic, but their heritage value should not be
ignored in a comprehensive environmental assessment.

In conclusion, both sites have been significantly modified by human
activity that has detracted from their value for native vegetation and
enhanced their heritage value. Neither site is needed for conservation
of its native vegetation values so, in terms of their environmental
value for the relevant beneficial uses the sites are comparable.

Please feel free to contact me if I can be of further assistance.

Yours sincerely
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